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taries of Ardensberg, his deceptive confidences, and
Gazette secrets, the recall, not only of M. de Coetloury,
"but also of M. de Veyrac, our desertion of the patriotic
party, etc., etc., to all which particulars I replied with a
smile.

2.  That the great inquietude  of the  Duke arises from
not  knowing whether we   are  or are not  Austrians, or
.whether we are merely so undecided on the subject that
the errors, or the cold distance, of the Cabinet of Berlin
will be sufficient to induce us, at the hazard of all that
can happen, to second the Emperor in his designs against
Germany.    In my opinion,   were  the  Duke   freed  from
his apprehensions on this  very capital article,   he would
be French, for he is strongly German, and the English
can  only  set   Germany  in  flames;   we   alone have the
power of maintaining it in peace.    Should his connections
with England appear to be  strengthened, it is but, as I
think, because he distrusts the destiny of Prussia, for he
well   knows   that   his 'English   calculations    are   rather
specious than solid,   and that the  Prussian, though per-
haps somewhat more subaltern, are much less hazardous.

3.  He and his Minister   have  so often demanded, and
redemanded, on what basis   I  imagined  the  pacification
of Holland might be  established, that   I have supposed
the Duke probably thinks, should we exclude the Prince
of Prussia from the   Nassau  alliance, there  might be   a
necessity of choosing his daughter, the Princess Caroline
of Brunswick,  as a  consort for the   Prussian heir.    The
supposition is founded on  circumstances so fugitive that
it is impossible  to  give them written  evidence, or per-
haps probable,   especially because,   not  having received
any instructions on such  a subject, I have not dared to
make any advances.    I therefore only give it for what it is
worth.    The being but  little  informed of the affairs of
Holland has, in every  respect, been highly injurious to
me on this occasion.    Might I have spoken more freely
I might even have drawn the well dry.     The only posi-
tive proposal which  he made on the subject was a kind
of coalition-council of regency, without  which the Stad-
tholder could effect nothing, and in which should be in-
cluded  Gislaer, Vanberckel, etc., etc*, but among whomears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
